East Reading Horticultural Society
NEWSLETTER

May 2019
Trading shed: Sat, Sun, Mon (Tue if Mon is a bank holiday) 09:30 to 11:00.
Wed evenings – April and May only – 18:30 to 19:30. Mobile number: 0738 463 2903.
Note: Shed helpers are not all young, big and strong so, if you need to get heavy items,
please try to bring someone with you to help you with the lifting.

Web: www.erhs.org.uk
Facebook Group: “East Reading Horticultural Society”
Editor: Tel: 07794 233361, Email: ERHS@hotmail.co.uk
{Get your newsletter early (and in colour): ask to be added to the ERHS email list.}

1. PROGRAMME EVENTS

(a) SATURDAY 13TH APRIL 2019
he visit to the RHS show at Bute Park,
Cardiff: 38 members and friends enjoyed
an excellent day at the RHS show. The two
floral marquees displayed an outstanding array
of plants and we all stood and marvelled at
the quality on show. The growers were very
helpful and interesting to talk to about their
plants. The outside stalls also had a wide
variety of interesting garden products to view
and the plant sales stalls also enjoyed brisk
business. We found the food outlets were
expensive and confirmed that members’
decision to take a packed lunch was right.

T

(b) TUESDAY 16TH APRIL 2019
Our last talk of the 2018/19 season was superb
and much appreciated by the good number of
members who attended. Paul Whittle gave us
an excellent talk on his travels to Peru and the
links to previous civilisations, finishing with a
graphic talk and photoshoots of the famous
ruins of Machu Picchu.
2. TRADING MATTERS

NB: The trading shed is open this month on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Some members may not know where the
trading shed is located. Here’s that
information (as given in the ERHS
website):
“You’ll find it on the lane that leads to
the Bulmershe allotments. Heading
towards Woodley from St. Peter’s church,
just past the bridge and Mays Close, a sign
points to the entrance to the allotments
on the right. There is ample room to park,
on the left, about 50 yards beyond the
shed.”
Unfortunately, the sign has been removed,
and we have not been able to find out
where it went. So, here are a few extra
directions (to be added to the web site
(when I can find the time – {Ed.}):
At the entrance to Mays Close, there is a
small convenience store. Just beyond
that, on the right, is a bus shelter and,
immediately before it, there is the lane
leading to the Bulmershe allotments.
If you have never visited the trading shed,
it will be well worth a visit. You may be
quite surprised by the low cost of the
gardening supplies there, since we price
goods so as to just break even on costs.
3. MISCELLANEA
(a) Next Committee Meeting:
7:30 p.m. - Monday 10th June, 2019, at the
CResCent Resource Centre.
(b) Shed stewards and assistants for May
4th
Don Maclean
Trevor Wilson
5th
Neal Stockwell
Mary Buck
11th Jeff Gardner
t.b.c.
12th Phil Rogers
Sue Jones
18th John Peacock
Carole Peacock
19th Malcolm Iosson
Alan Waite
25th Mike Smith
David Hughes
26th Jim Watson
Ray Posselwhite

(c) Summer Show –

29th

June

60 days to prepare from 1st May.
Getting there?
Whatever your expertise, consider entering. You may be
surprised how well you do. In any event, you will learn
something about showing your produce, or other things, that
will tell you how you might get a better result next time. Even I
have been placed in a few classes over the years (and I have
virtually no knowledge about gardening! {Ed.)

There’s a useful document on our website
miscellaneous documents page: “Notes for Novices”.
Even if you are not a novice it is worth a look.
Schedules are available at the trading shed, may be requested
by email or downloaded from our website (addresses above.)

(d) Things to do in May

1. There's so much to do in the garden
now that the spring sun has brought on
a growth spurt. Keep sowing, mowing,
weeding, and protecting young plants
from the very last of the frosts – by
bringing them inside overnight or
covering them with fleece.
2. Prune early spring flowering shrubs
now that blossoms have finished.
3. This is the time to sow tender
vegetables under protection, ready to
plant out when all the risk of frost has
passed. You could invest in a cloche or
make your own smaller ones by cutting
large pop bottles in half.
4. Watch out for slugs on new plantings.
A cloche will help, or you could try
traditional techniques such as crushed
egg shells, coffee grounds or beer
traps. Failing that, try copper tape
around pot rims (which slugs don’t like
to cross) or slug pellets. Choose
ferrous
phosphate-based
pellets,
rather than metaldehyde, which don’t
harm birds and will break back
down into soil nutrients.

5. Give your compost heap some tender
loving care. It’s important to balance
grass clippings with other garden
material. If it’s stinky give it a boost
with an activator and mix in some dry
material, such as egg boxes and toilet
rolls or torn up newspaper.
6. Why not try growing some herbs this
year? They’re good for the bees and
for your kitchen! Start with something
easy like rosemary, chives or sage.
7. Try planting an edible container, with
parsley, bush tomatoes (these don’t
require any fancy treatment) rainbow
chard and a courgette plant. These
will need regular watering, feeding
and a sunny, sheltered spot.
8. Use twiggy sticks to build supports for
tall garden flowers, peas, beans and
sweet peas.
9. Don’t cut the leaves off spring
flowering bulbs; let them die back to
enrich the bulb for next year. Or for
potted displays, you could remove
them and store for next year. Wait
until the leaves have died back before
you do this, then carefully lift the
bulbs, trim back roots and outer layers
of flaking covering, lay them on a tray
to dry for 24 hours, dust lightly with
sulphur (to prevent rot), and store
them in a dry, cool place until
autumn.
10. Think ahead to create a colourful
cottage garden border for next year.
You’ll need to sow biennials like Sweet
Williams, wallflowers and foxgloves
this spring and summer for lovely
blooms next year.
4. WANTED/FOR SALE/FREE
Members' advertisements are free of charge. Just telephone or
email the editor (see newsletter heading.)

Free to collector: Turfing iron in good
condition. Please call (0118) 926 2323.
Free to collector: Quantity of oasis by Triflora
foams. Please phone (0118) 969 2585.
Free to collector: Alko H1100S Garden
Shredder. Please call (0118) 987 1390.
Free to collector: Two green compost bins.
Please ring (0118) 926 4130.
Unless otherwise stated, where items are free, a donation to
the Air Ambulance (when you next visit the trading shed)
would be appreciated.
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